MICHAEL T. McCAUL, TEXAS

C BENNIE G. THOMPSON, MISSISSIPPI
CHAIRMAN

RANKING MEMBER

®ue Hundred Fifteenth Congtess
1.5, House of Representatives
Committee on Homeland Security
MWashington, BA 20515

November 16, 2018

The Honorable Richard Shelby The Honorable Patrick Leahy
Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Appropriations Senate Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen The Honorable Nita Lowey
Chairman Ranking Member

House Committee on Appropriations House Committee on Appropriations
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairmen Shelby and Frelinghuysen, and Ranking Members Leahy and Lowey:

The domestic terrorist attack on the Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania underscores that
places of worship are often deemed as soft targets for terrorism and other violent attacks. In January, we
were proud to support the passage in the House of H.R. 1486, the “Securing American Non-Profit
Organizations Against Terrorism Act,” which, for the first time, authorizes grant funding for target
hardening, physical security enhancements, and other critical activities, such as security training for places
of worship and other non-profit institutions, regardless of their location. In addition to supporting H.R.
1486, we strongly support funding the Nonprofit Security Grant Program (NSGP) at $60 million for Fiscal
Year 2019, the amount approved by the House Appropriations Committee in the Fiscal Year Department
of Homeland Security Appropriations Act, and the amount appropriated in Fiscal Year 2018.

The breadth and scope of threats against places of worship and other at-risk nonprofit institutions are deeply
troubling. With the horror of the Tree of Life synagogue attack-- the deadliest attack against the Jewish
community in U.S, history-- fresh in our minds, we must not lose sight of the fact that it was at least the
third mass shooting in a house of worship in three years. A gunman killed 26 people in a church in
Sutherland Springs, Texas last year and a white supremacist seeking to incite a race war killed nine in a
church in Charleston, South Carolina in 2015. The Department of Homeland Security’s September 2018
National Terrorism Advisory System (NTAS) bulletin assessed that the U.S. is facing “one of the most
challenging threat environments since 9/11, as foreign terrorist organizations exploit the Internet to inspire,
enable, or direct individuals already here in the Homeland to commit terrorist acts.” These terrorist acts
include attacks against perceived “soft targets,” like religious and cultural community centers, which have
limited security measures in place, making them vulnerable to attack.

At a time when credible threats against religious and cultural institutions are increasing, Congress should
ensure that eligible nonprofit organizations receive support to help implement security



enhancements that will protect against terrorist attacks. For these reasons, we respectfully
encourage you to fund the Nonprofit Security Grant Program at $60 million in Fiscal Year 2019.

Sincerely,

TNAAT P oL

BENNIE G. TH ON MICHAEL T. McCAUL
United States Representative United States Representative
DONALD M. PA“YN’E JR. DANIEL M. DONOVAN JR.
United States Representative United States Representative

LY
BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN BRIAN FITZPATRICK ~
United States Representative United States Representatlve
ALCEE L. HASTINGS B MARK R. MEADOWS
United States Representative United States Representative
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON [LEANA ROS-LEHTINEN
United States Representative United States Representative

7"/{‘—- p /j M P P N .- Sy

OHN P. SARBANES LLEONARD LANCE
United States Representative United States Representative




HN LEWIS
nited States Representative

E il LhRnasrn

‘HENRY C. sza( JOHNSON, JR. [
United States Representative

s (2%

ANTHONY G. BROWN
United States Representgfive

DANNY K. DAVS
United StatesfRepnresentative

EDRIC L., RICHMOND
United States Representative

United States Representative

Vo I

VICENTE GONZALEZ
United States Representative

U D Ganke.

YVETTE[D. CLARKE
United States Representative

STEVE STIVERS
United States Representative

U (e

PETE OLSON
United States Representative

jz? é < 'Y ﬁ ! %
MIMI WALTERS
United States Representative

/=

[PETER T. KING
United States Replesentatlve

%74/

KATKO
Unlted States Representative

00 (ot

RYAN OSTELLO
Umted States Representative

DAVID P. Joy
ed States Representative

DAVID SCHWEIKERT
United States Representative



@u&uau

ALAN LOWENTHAL
United States Representative

(5 el S

BRAD SHERMAN
United States Representative

(7 1015 CORREA
United States Representative

e,

AROLY)XB. MALONEY”
United States Representative

FRANK PALLONE JR
United States Representative

Pebles, b, fAf)

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ
United States Representative

ey
United™States Representative

)+
WARREN DAVIDSON

United States Representative

WILL HURD
United States Representative

Ol G

JENNIFFER GONZALEZCOLON
United States Representative

GUS M. BILIRAKIS
United States Representative

DEBBIE LESKO
United s Representative

ODD ROKITA
United States Representative

CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
United States Representative




=z

RUBEN J. KIHUEN
United States Representative

i

STEVE COHEN
United States Representative

Narca A, ﬁ%&o

MARCIA L. FUDGE
United States Representatjiyg

MIKE DOYLE —

U@ii::e: Repres tative

GWENMOORE Y
United States Representative

ol Bt

EARL BLUMENAUER
United States Representative

United States Representatwe

i cbth A, Sy

EL{zsBETH H. ESTY 0

United States Representative

BILL JOHNSON
United StatesRepresentative

e

MIKE GALLAGHER
United States Representative

BRAD WENSTRUP

Unit ates Representatiye

c~ (A %0&

DAXIN LAHOOD
United States Representative

CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS ¥
United States Representative

/N -

ANN WAGNER
United States Representatxve

oot \Waloest:
JACKIE WALORSKI
United States Representative

FRANK A. LOBIONDO
United States Representative




:
ééMILA JAYA% I !

United States Representative

Tl —

STEPHANIE MURPHY
United States Representative

e

PAUL D. ToNKO
United States Representative

... Lt
DIANA DEGETTE
United States Representative

r--q-""“’-"'ﬁp’:m_"L
/A
W M
TONY CARD =
United Statés Representative

L]
GERALD E. CONNOLLY¥ .
United States Representativ

i Mﬁé?vw

ATHLEEN M. RicE
United States Representative

NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ
United States Representative

N 7 4

J OHE\J YARMUTA
United States Representative
2
>

(le*teﬂ States Representatlve

Aol Busstia)

 SUSAN W. BROOKS
United States Representative

SCOTT PERRY
United States Representative

Stoe BaloT

STEVE CHABOT
United States Representative

Kon bileg

RON ESTES
United States Representative

/.
-

CLAY H GINS

Umte}1 2 ates Reg@ve
\ f 9. l-/xa JQ\_’ZE%V/
DAVID KUSTOFF

United States Representative




Lt T e —a

] - . : N o
g j"fiq » §n? ff‘/gﬁ- = -:"_}b:i'a’i.wf_i?‘ s P =y
e F.
sf

VAL DEMINGS
United States Representative

P
/1
ipf
CHERTBUSTOS
United States Representative

(7 Lo

"PETER WELCH
United States Representative

AMI BERA, M.D.
United States Representative

SALUD O. CARBAJAL
United States Representative

SHEILA JACKSON LEQ
United States Representative

5 CHAKOWSKY
d States Representative

KE MESSER
United States Representative

AFBIO SIRES

United States Representative

TAW. S

L Lo

TED W. LIEU
United States Representative

1 ates Representative

%N-CLJW g la)d-oaq

1Y W ad

WIo,

FREDERICA S. WILSON
United States Representative

SEAN PATRICK MALONEY
United States Representative

United States Representative

o 0l

IE RASKIN
ted States Representative



RO KHANNA
United States Representative

HAKEEM JE [ES
United States Representative

Buode ¥ LA

BRENDAN F. BOYLE
United States Representatlve

Lo Nefaers

ROSA L. DELAURO
United States Representative

f@% :(;ﬂ,a/f (

Lois FRANKEL
United States Representative

@P\/W(/(/

GRACE MENG
ited [States Representatlve

o

JILEMON VELA
United States Representative

AL GREEN
United States Representative

- - -

DANIEL W. TipiNskg/
United States Representative

BRIAN HIGGINS
United States Representative

GREGORY W. MEEKS
United States Representative

@W

BILL PASCRELL, JR.
United States Representatwe

A . %D—L& M(Zm L;u,
A. DONALD MCEACHIN
United States Representative

(Uit G Sy

ROBERT A. BRADY
United States Representative

el P e

ANNA G. ESHOO
United States Representative




CAROL SHEA-PORTER
United States Representative

Q—

Z6E LJFGREN—
d States Representative nited States Repr¢sentdtive
Suza BONAMICI MIKE QUIGLEY
UnitetStates Representative United States Representanve

SPEIER TED DEUTCH
1te States R resentative United States Representative
ADAM SMITH JoHN K. DELaney (L —m
United States Representative United States Representative
BILL FOSTER Jok Kenhepy”
United States Representative Umted States Representatwe

ELioT L. ENGEL DONALD S. BEYER JR.

United States Representative United States Representative
3 W

DONALD NORCROSS

United States Representative United'States Representative



S ity Thema R Giogy

AVID N. CIC[LLINE
United States Representative

L
) vﬂ/
JIM@EBOPER [ 4

United States Representative

Ry

COLLEEN HANABUSA
United States Representative

CONOR LAMB
United States Representative

Kt (asty

KATHY CASTOR
United States Representative

JACKYROSEN

United States Representative

eboe DM&QQQ

DEBBIE DINGELL
United States Representatlve

Covinr oy

KAREN BASS
United States Representative

THOMAS R. Su0zzI
United States Representative

/gwf‘u_," @M

BRENDA L. LAWRENCE
United States Representative

Wl

JosH GOTTHEIMER
United States Representative

s (s~

DiNA TiTUS
United States Representative

\L&Qw.:fu

JOE COURTNEY
United States Representative

ZMEM

WILLIAM R. KEATING
United States Representatlv

Tt Galdpard

TuLsI GABBARD
United States Representative




/y/ Cre—2Z )

RICK LARSEN
United States Representative

11



